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CALIFORNIA SEES $1 BILLION IN CAMPAIGN SPENDING FOR 2018 

According California Target Book Research Director Rob Pyers, total campaign spending in California for the 2018 cycle 
has exceeded 1 billion dollars! 

Target Book Publisher Darry Sragow noted, “If blowing through the billion-dollar campaign spending ceiling in California 
doesn’t give pause to everyone in politics, I don’t know what will.  There are a lot of other ways that money could be 
spent to benefit the people of California.  Reaching California voters using paid advertising is necessarily expensive, and 
the stakes in this election were very high, but this ought to be Exhibit 1 for a rethink of how we communicate with 
voters.  Spending almost as much money on a dozen ballot measure campaigns as all the candidate races combined 
suggests that we should be looking at alternative ways of setting public policy, especially on issues of concern to very 
narrow interests.” 
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